
International Press Syndicate: 405 Lexington Avenue, 26th Floor, Manhattan, New York, 10174 
33 Lafferty Street, Toronto, ONT M9C5B5, CANADA | Marienstrasse 19/20, 10117 Berlin, GERMANY 

Trillions Needed to Help Countries Deliver on Climate Commitments 
WASHINGTON (IDN) - Trillions, not billions, are required to 
transition to a low carbon and resilient economy and to prevent 
more than 100 million people, particularly in Africa and South Asia, 
being pushed back into poverty over the next 15 years, says the 
World Bank. The World Bank Group has committed to increasing the 

share of its portfolio devoted to climate finance, from the current 21 percent, to 28 
percent, over the next five years.  “When including financing generated from other 
partners and associated private sector financing, such financing would amount to a 
potential $29 billion a year by 2020.” Read more 

Study Unveils How Big Philanthropy Shapes Development Agenda 
UNITED NATIONS (IDN) - Global development policy is being 
increasingly influenced not only by “big business” but also by “big 
philanthropy”, warns a new study released here.  
“They have become influential actors in international policy debates, 

including, most importantly, how to address poverty eradication, sustainable 
development, climate change and the protection of human rights”. Read more 

African, Pacific and Caribbean States Welcome COP21 Agreement 
BERLIN (IDN) – The African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Group has 
welcomed the Climate Change Paris Agreement on December 12. “It 
is a major step forward; it has reinforced the core issues around 
which the ACP joined forces with the EU,” said the 79-nation Group’s 

Secretary-General Dr. Patrick Gomes. Read more 

Paris Climate Agreement Promises to be UN Chief’s Legacy 
NEW YORK | PARIS (IDN) - Ban Ki-moon has reason to be sure that 
when he completes his second term as the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations end of December 2016, he would have left behind a 
proud legacy.  
Climate change has been “one of the defining priorities” of his 
tenure since January 2007, when he took over as Secretary-General. 

In his remarks at the closing of COP21, Ban stressed: Read more 

First Ever UN Security Council Resolution on Youth, Peace and Security 
NEW YORK (IDN) - The United Nations Security Council has adopted 
a resolution on youth, peace and security, which for the first time in 
its history focuses entirely on the role of young men and women in 
peace-building and countering violent extremism.  
The resolution, sponsored by Jordan, embodies an unprecedented 

acknowledgment of the urgent need to engage young peace-builders in promoting peace 
and frustrating extremism. Adopted on December 9, 2015 it also regards the youth and 
youth-led organizations as important partners in the global efforts to thwart violent 
extremism and promote lasting peace.   Read more  
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Progress in Containing HIV/AIDS, But No Cause for Complacency 
By Somar Wijayadasa | A delegate of UNESCO to the UN General Assembly for 
ten consecutive years from 1985-1995, and was Representative of UNAIDS at the 
United Nations from 1995-2000. 
NEW YORK (IDN) - Almost all countries of the world commemorated 
the World AIDS Day on December 1 with statements that exhibit 
optimism that the HIV/AIDS epidemic is finally on its last leg. 
Despite tremendous progress in containing the pandemic, the Joint 
United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) estimates that, in 

2014, there were “over 2 million new HIV infections”. Read more 

China’s New Two-Child Policy No Economic Panacea 
BEIJING (IDN) - The ending of China’s one-child policy, which 
gained notoriety for its coercive implementation, is a landmark 
event of immense economic and political significance, but there are 
serious question marks about whether it can effectively produce the 
positive economic fallout that its architects expect.  
The importance of the October 29 decision of the Communist Party 

of China (CPC) to jettison the 35-year-old draconian one-child policy in favour of a new, 
universal two-child norm is primarily political as underscored by the fact that the 
announcement was made in a communique released at the conclusion of the four-day 
conclave – Fifth Plenum – of the CPC’s 18th Central Committee. Read more 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

UN Women Welcomes Adoption of Security Council Resolution 2250 on Youth, 
Peace & Security 
NEW YORK - UN Women welcomes the historic adoption of the first Security Council 
resolution on youth, peace and security. The resolution, spearheaded by Jordan, and 
adopted unanimously by Council members on December 9, recognizes for the first time 
that youth’s vulnerabilities and experiences of conflict must be differentiated, as must 
the contribution of both young men and women to lasting peace and security, in 
particular through the prevention of conflict and sustainable peacebuilding. This is an 
essential recognition in the current complex and challenging environment, where groups 
are targeting both young women and young men for forcible recruitment, radicalization 
and implementation of divisive agendas. Read more 

ILO Welcomes New UNDP Report on Decent Work & Sustainable Development 
Geneva - The International Labour Organization (ILO) has congratulated the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) on the launch of their report “Rethinking Work 
for Human Development ”, strongly supporting its conclusion that “the Decent Work 
Agenda and the human development framework are mutually reinforcing.” 
   The report provides a wealth of analysis that will be extremely helpful as the UN 
development system, including the ILO, step up their efforts to support the Member 
States to implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Read more 
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Design a Nuclear Disarmament Poster. Win $3000 
NEW YORK - The very first resolution of the United Nations General Assembly called for 
the elimination of nuclear weapons and other weapons “adaptable to mass destruction”. 
   To help realise this goal, and in commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the United 
Nations, the UN Office of Disarmament Affairs is sponsoring a Disarmament Poster 
Contest. The contest is open to all ages. There are three prizes: 1st prize = $3000, 2nd 
prize = $2000, 3rd prize = $1000. 
Submissions due by 24 January 2016 
Click here for the rules of the contest. The winners will be announced on 5 March 2016 

LEST WE FORGET: Some Statements at the September 2015 Summit: 

DILMA ROUSSEF, President of Brazil, stated that the Sustainable Development Goals 
reaffirmed the basic tenet of Rio+20:  “it is possible to grow, include, preserve and 
protect”.  The Agenda required global solidarity and a commitment to confronting climate 
change, overcoming poverty and creating opportunities for everyone.  Her country was 
investing in low-carbon farming and had reduced deforestation in the Amazon rainforest 
by 82 per cent.  Brazil also intended to reduce 37 per cent of its greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2025.  Brazil was one of the few developing countries to have committed to 
an absolute goal for emissions reduction.  

RAFAEL CORREA, President of Ecuador, said that his country had fulfilled 20 of the 
21 targets in the Millennium Development Goals.  For the first time in history, there was 
not a scarcity of resources for all, but rather exclusionary systems that denied access to 
those resources for some.  Reducing poverty required reducing cultural gaps, and the 
Sustainable Development Goals stressed specific targets concerning across-the-board 
equity.  Human rights were not a process of extending the lives of people for just a few 
more hours; the focus should be on maximum, not minimum goals, with real change.  

EMOMALI RAHMON, President of Tajikistan, noting that his was a pilot country in 
the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals, said it had taken an active 
part in the development and coordination of the post-2015 development Agenda.  
Tajikistan was currently developing a mid-term development program for 2016-2020 and 
a new national strategy for development by 2030.  Both would take into account the 
targets identified by the Goals and could also be supported by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) country programme’s action plan for 2016-2020.   

JACOB ZUMA, President of South Africa, said the United Nations was created to save 
future generations from the scourge of war. The world was very different today.  Many 
members of the Group of 77 developing countries and China were not free, but lived 
under foreign and colonial occupation. At the same time, the world had seen many 
developments, including decolonization and the establishment of new free and 
independent nations.  Despite such progress, however, the world had not adequately 
addressed increasing poverty and economic exclusion.  Still, the number of people living 
in extreme poverty had declined significantly and progress had been recorded in some of 
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the Millennium Development Goals.  In South Africa, there had been a huge increase in a 
number of areas, including health and gender equality, and maternal mortality was on 
the decline.  He endorsed the transformative 2030 Agenda without reservation. The 
Goals were also aligned to his country’s national development plan, as well as the African 
Union Agenda 2063.  

NURSULTAN A. NAZARBAYEV, President of Kazakhstan, said that his country’s GDP 
had grown 19-fold and the life expectancy now exceeded age 70. Infant and maternal 
mortality had also been reduced as had greenhouse gas emissions.  However, the 
disappearance of the Aral Sea had meant that the wind picked up dust and poisonous 
deposits, which had been detected as far away as Europe and Antarctica.  With support, 
Kazakhstan had manged to restore the northern part of the Aral Sea, and was working to 
clean up the former nuclear test site of Semipalatinsk.  He supported the Sustainable 
Development Goals, which represented a turning point for the peoples and countries of 
the world.  The main responsibility for implementation fell to national Governments.  The 
goals and targets fully coincided with Kazakhstan’s plans, which aimed to become among 
the 30 most developed countries in the world by 2050. Resurrecting the economy of the 
Silk Road would benefit many countries, and his was working on its infrastructure by 
building railways and roads across the nation, so as to connect Europe and the Middle 
East. The time had come to unite around a greater Eurasia, but globally, the gap was 
growing between the rich and poor. The migration crisis was connected, not only to wars, 
but to imbalances in development.   

+ + + + + + + + + + +  + 

Thanks for reading. We would be delighted to have your feedback. 
- Ramesh Jaura, Editor-in-Chief 
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